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Office Action Summary 



Application No. 
10/022,538 



Examiner 
Peter Cliin 



|plicant(s) 
YEH ETAL 



Art Unit 
1731 



.. The MAILING DA It of this communlcat,on appears on the cov Br sheet we correspontfence aaaress - 

SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE MONTH(S) FROM 

. If NO period for reply is speciHed above the ™«r,^TsteS^^^^^^ "ecoine ABANDONED (35 U S.C. § 133). 

earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1)0 Responsive to communication(s) filed on . 

2a)n This action is FINAL. 2b)IHl This action is non-final. 

3) n Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matte^ T.f S"S°2lt '° " 
dosed ill ac^^^^ with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11 . 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) 0 Claim(s) is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) n Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) n Claim(s) is/are rejected. 

?)□ Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) n Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) n The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)0 The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)0 accepted or bjO objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 

1 i)D The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)D approved b)D disapproved by the Examiner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) n The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§119 and 120 

1 3) 0 Acknowledgment Is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(a)-(d) or (f). 

a)DAII b)D Some*c)n None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2 □ certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3 □ copies of the certified copies of the priority documents tiave been received in this National Stage 
application from the international Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 

• See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

1 4) 0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(e) (to a provisional application), 
a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received 

15) 0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or izi. 

Attachment(s) 



1) □ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

2) □ Notice of Draflsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

3) □ Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PT0.1449) Paper No(s) . 



4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-413) Paper No(s) ■ 

5) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

6) D Otlier: 



U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
PTO-326(Rev. 04-01) 
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Part of Paper No. 5 



,.Applibation/Control Number: 10/022,538 
Art Unit: 1731 

DETAILED ACTION 

1. Claims 16-30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Dasgupta (5,318.669) in view of Ostendorf et al (5.397,435) or Van Phan et al 
(5,437,766). 

Dasgupta discloses tissue and paper towels containing the combination of the 
claimed cationic wet strength agent and the claimed anionic dry strength agent. The 
combination of strength agents are added in the ratio of 1 /20 to 1 0/1 , at a total 
concentration of 0.1 to 2% based on total weight of pulp. Whether or not the cationic wet 
strength agent and anionic dry strength agent to the aqueous pulp during the process of 
making the paper is moot because the amount of these agents in the final paper product 
is the same. As to the strength, stiffness and stretch these characteristics are obvious 
optimization of the amount of wet strength agent, use of softening agents and 
foreshortening of the web by conventional differential speed transfer and/or creping, use 
of which parameters are taught by Ostendorf et al or Van Phan et al who additionally 
show that hardwood fibers lengths in the range of between 0.5 and 1 .5 mm and 
softwood fibers 2mm or greater column 1 3 and 1 5 of the references respectively. This 
amount falls with the claimed amount of cationic wet strength agent and anionic dry 
strength agent. The paper contains majority soft wood fibers and a minor portion of 
hardwood fibers. Ostendorf et al and Van Phan both evidence the strong desirability of 
using the Dasgupta combination of strength agents in. tissue paper. 
2. Claims 1 6-30 are rejected under the judicially created doctrine of obviousness- 
type double patenting as being unpatentable over claim1-8 of U.S. Patent No. 
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Art Unit: 1731 

6,419,789. Although the conflicting claims are not identical, they are not patentably 
distinct from each other because the claims are obvious product of the process claimed 
in the patent 



examiner should be directed to Peter Chin whose telephone number is (703) 308-2046. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Steven Griffin can be reached on (703) 308-1 164. The fax phone numbers 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are (703) 305-7718 
for regular communications and (703) 305-3599 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308- 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 



0651. 




Peter Chin 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 1731 



